
Foster children
Volunteer
Opportunities
H

elp
 th

e you
th

 exp
erien

ce
th

e G
ift of G

ivin
g: E

ach year
w

e host tw
o C

hristm
as parties for

foster child
ren.  O

ne is a breakfast
w

ith Santa for children 10 and under
and

 the other is a C
hristm

as party
for teens w

ho are age 10 and
 up.  A

t
both parties, w

e set up a special Secret
Santa R

oom
 w

here foster child
ren

can select a nice new
 gift for their

foster parents for C
hristm

as.  A
fter

the children have selected their foster
parent gifts, caring volunteers gift
w

rap the item
s.  T

his allow
s the

child
ren to leave the party w

ith the
ability to experience w

hat it feels like
“to give”.  It also gives these children
a w

ay to say thank you to their foster
parents for their loving care. The gifts
w

e collect are only new
 item

s and
are for both m

en and
 w

om
en and

range in value from
 $5 - $20.  C

ash
d

onations are also accepted
 w

hich
m

akes it possible for us to purchase
w

hat d
oes not get d

onated
.  T

he
child

ren love to pick out these gifts
know

ing they w
ill have a special

surprises to give on C
hristm

as
m

orning.  N
eeded before D

ec 6

G
ift W

rap
: W

e are also in need of
everything to gift w

rap w
ith –

w
rapping paper, tape, ribbon, bow

s,
scissors and

 gift tags. If you w
ould

like to help and w
ant suggestions on

item
s, please call the Foster

C
hild

ren’s Found
ation at 770-623-

6135.  N
eeded before D

ec 6th

R
esou

rce C
en

ter N
eed

s:
A

t the R
esource C

enter w
e are in

need
 of:

-new
 und

erw
ear and

 socks,
-w

inter hats and
 gloves for all age

child
ren both m

ale and
 fem

ale
-hygiene prod

ucts: sham
poo,

cond
itioner, soap, toothbrushes,

toothpaste

V
olu

n
teer O

p
p

ortu
n

ities:
Barnes &

 N
oble G

ift W
rapping: Each

year, the Foster C
hild

ren's
Found

ation hosts a gift w
rapping

booth at B
arnes &

 N
oble located

 at
the Forum

 shopping center in
N

orcross. W
e offer free gift w

rapping
for item

s purchased
 in B

arnes &
N

oble and then custom
ers are offered

the opportunity to m
ake a d

onation

to support the Foster C
hild

ren's
Found

ation in provid
ing for the

need
s of foster child

ren. V
olunteers

are need
ed

 for the follow
ing tw

o
d

ays: D
ec 23 and

 24 from
 9am

 –
12pm

. If you are available to help,
contact us at
info@

fosterchild
rensfound

ation.org

Year End, Tax-D
eductible C

ontributions-
 If you or your com

pany w
ould like to

m
ake a Year E

nd tax-deductible
contribution to the Foster C

hildren's
Foundation, please visit our w

ebsite at
w

w
w

.fosterchildren’sfoundation.org and
click on the D

O
N

A
T

E
 button or m

ake
checks payable to: Foster C

hildren's
Foundation, P.O

.B
ox 2469 D

uluth, G
A

30096. A
ll contributions are truly

appreciated.

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

/D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R

2008
B

ob
b

y M
cV

ey, E
d

itor

W
e have a num

ber of fun things to
d

o over the holid
ays. C

heck your
m

ailboxes for ad
d

itional d
etails!!

Decorating the Entry
Please join us at 11:00 am

 on Sunday,
N

ovem
ber 30 to turn our entry into

a holiday delight! W
ith enough folks

assisting, w
e should

 have the job
d

one in about an hour!

Kids Club Holiday Party
C

alling all kids! M
ark your calendars

for Sund
ay, D

ecem
ber 7

th from
 4:00

to 6:30 PM
 at the clubhouse. Please

R
SV

P to our K
id

s C
lub at

kid
s@

avocet-hoa.org to let them
know

 you w
ill be attend

ing our
annual K

id
s C

lub H
olid

ay Party.
Planned

 activities includ
e crafts and

snacks. T
here w

ill be train rid
es in

the parking lot and s’m
ores after 6:00.

Adult Holiday Party
C

om
e join your neighbors for fun

and
 food

. W
e w

ill be provid
ing the

m
eats and

 m
ixers. Please bring

appetizers, sid
es and

 d
esserts. A

lso
bring your preferred

 beverage. T
he

party w
ill be Saturd

ay evening,
D

ecem
ber 13. Please R

SV
P to

social@
avocet-hoa.org. L

et us know
how

 m
any in your party w

ill be
attend

ing and
 w

hat d
ish you w

ill be
provid

ing.
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Holiday Activities at Avocet

T
H

E
 U

P
S

 S
T

O
R

E
Special P

ricing for A
vocet R

esidents!!!
C

olor C
opies - 33 cents each; B

lack and
 W

hite C
opies - 5 cents each.

M
ail B

ox R
ental - 1 m

onth free w
ith a 3-m

onth m
ailbox services agreem

ent, 2 m
onths free w

ith a
6-m

onth m
ailbox services agreem

ent, 3 m
onths free w

ith a 12-m
onth m

ailbox services agreem
ent.

*B
ring this ad or m

ention you are a resident of A
vocet*

Peachtree Ind
ustrial B

oulevard
 and

 Sum
m

it R
id

ge Parkw
ay

(P
ublix Shopping C

enter)

3870 Peachtree Ind
ustrial B

lvd
, Ste. 150 •

 D
uluth, G

A
 30096

(770) 623-8222 •
 store3857@

theupsstore.com

Rob H
iller Landscaping
5
 years exp

erien
ce

  A
vo

cet R
esid

en
t

 R
eferen

ces avaliab
le

ro
b
h
illerlan

d
scap

in
g
@
yah
o
o
.co
m

4
0
4
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1
2
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G
reat O

ffer from
 G

eorgia P
ressure &

 Steam
!

T
he folks from

 G
eorgia P

ressure &
 Steam

 have team
ed up w

ith the A
vocet

P
roperty O

w
ners A

ssociation to bring you a great 20%
 discount on their

pressure w
ashing services.

To get a firm
 estim

ate, you can call W
illiam

 at 770-729-6200 and let him
 know

 you
are an A

vocet resident. You can also visit their w
ebsite at w

w
w

.georgiapressure.com
.

Access M
anagem

ent Group…
New

 M
anagem

ent Com
pany Starting Decem

ber 20
W

e have experienced on-going problem
s w

ith our transition from
 H

eritage
to A

ssociation M
anagem

ent A
d

visory G
roup (A

M
A

G
). B

ecause of our
inability to resolve these problem

s successfully, w
e have term

inated
 the

contract w
ith A

M
A

G
 and hired A

ccess M
anagem

ent G
roup. You can review

the d
etails in the B

O
D

 m
inutes at http://avocet-hoa.org/bod/m

eetings/
2008/bod_m

inutes_2008.htm
.

A
ccess M

anagem
ent G

roup (A
M

G
) w

as one of four com
panies w

e
interview

ed
. O

ur criteria w
ere to have a com

pany located
 nearby, able to

handle m
onthly paym

ents, handle a m
ajority of single fam

ily com
m

unities
versus cond

os/
tow

nhom
es, and

 responsive to hom
eow

ner and
 B

O
D

requests. W
e had

 tw
o finalists after our interview

s.
T

he tie breaker w
as w

hen w
e interview

ed
 John T

hisd
ale, the property

m
anager that w

ould
 be assigned

 to us by A
M

G
. John is a retired

 D
elta

em
ployee w

ith a lot of experience in custom
er service. W

e w
ere all very

im
pressed w

ith him
. W

hen w
e follow

ed up w
ith com

m
unities he m

anaged,
he received

 glow
ing recom

m
end

ations.
W

e w
ill not only save m

oney from
 red

uced
 m

anagem
ent fees, but w

ill
have the benefits of on-line access to inform

ation. This inform
ation includes

m
anagem

ent and
 financial reports for the B

O
D

. H
om

eow
ners w

ill also
have on-line access to their account inform

ation. Plus, the auto-debit feature
for d

ues paym
ents w

ill be available.
Please send

 D
ecem

ber paym
ents to A

M
A

G
 as usual. You w

ill be
receiving a new

 coupon book prior to the end
 of the year that w

ill have
the m

ailing ad
d

ress for your paym
ents. T

here w
ill also be instructions for

obtaining a login to A
M

G
 and

 setting up an auto-d
ebit paym

ent. If you
are using on-line bill pay w

ith your bank, please be certain to change the
ad

d
ress there. If you prefer to pay annually or quarterly, just bund

le the
appropriate num

ber of coupons and
 return them

 w
ith your check.

W
e are very excited

 about this change and
 look forw

ard
 to w

orking
closely w

ith John T
hisd

ale. You can check out A
M

G
 at

http://w
w

w
.accessm

gt.com
/index.htm

l.



Bits &
Pieces
P

lease H
elp

 P
rotect

A
vocet’s A

ssets
M

any folks w
alk through the

am
enities area for exercise or to w

alk
your d

ogs. W
hen you d

o, w
e w

ould
like to ask for your help to secure the
area. If you are in the area and

 there
is no one at the courts or the pool,
please check the follow

ing:
•

Ensure the gates at the courts and
the pool are shut and

 latched
.

T
here have been a num

ber of
occasions w

here gates w
ere left

open.
•

E
nsure the d

oor to the clubhouse
is closed

 and
 the w

ind
ow

 in the
bathroom

 hallw
ay is closed

 and
secure.

•
If the um

brellas by the pool are
open, please close them

. If they
are open, they can be dam

aged by
the w

ind
.

S
tay U

p
d

ated
T

he fastest w
ay to get up to d

ate
A

vocet inform
ation is to join our

secure forum
. You can sign up at

http://avocet-hoa.org/general/form
s/

request_avocetclub.htm
.

R
ep

lacin
g W

in
d

ow
s?

Painting, replacing w
ind

ow
s and

d
oors, ad

d
ing a d

eck or patio and
other exterior w

ork requires A
C

C
approval. You can get the A

C
C

request form
 here http://avocet-

hoa.org/D
ocum

ents/A
C

C
%

20C
hange

%
20R

equest.pdf. C
heck here

http://avocet-hoa.org/D
ocum

ents/A
C

C
R

evisedStandards.pdf for the details of
d

ocum
entation required

 and
 other

item
s requiring approval.

Job
 R

esou
rce

W
e’re all aw

are that these are difficult
econom

ic tim
es.  A

s a result of the
current econom

y, m
any people are

looking for w
ays to replace a lost job

or to earn som
e extra incom

e.  T
he

com
m

unity seem
s very pleased

 to
use this e-m

ail list for lost pets, charity
events, school activities, C

O
PS

program
s, etc.

W
ith that in m

ind
, I’d

 like to try
and

 help connect people w
ith

em
ploym

ent opportunities as a
com

m
unity service.  If you, or your

com
pany, have a tem

porary, part-
tim

e or full-tim
e position that m

ay
appeal to som

e of your Peachtree
C

orners neighbors, please e-m
ail m

e
w

ith the d
etails.  I w

ill be happy to
forw

ard
 the posting to the 400 +

/
-

people on the Peachtree C
orners e-

m
ail list.

R
hond

a L
evan

Levan1@
bellsouth.net

B
oard

 M
eetin

gs
T

he A
vocet B

O
D

 m
eets m

onthly on
the third

 Tuesd
ay of every m

onth.
T

he next B
O

D
 m

eeting is sched
uled

for D
ecem

ber 16 at 7:00 pm
 at the

clubhouse. Please join us.

S
atellite D

ish
es

Satellite d
ishes cannot be placed

 on
the front of your hom

e. C
orner lots

have 2 “fronts”. Satellite com
panies

can place the d
ish so it is not clearly

visible from
 the street. T

his is not
som

ething they like to do. In fact the

installers w
ill attem

pt to convince
you that any other placem

ent is
im

possible. H
ow

ever, if instructed
by you that our covenants require
the d

ish placem
ent to be obscured

from
 the street, they w

ill find
 a w

ay
to m

ake it w
ork.

Decem
ber 2, 2008

runoff inform
ation

To fin
d

 you
r p

oll location
 for th

e
D

ecem
b

er 2, 2008 ru
n

off p
lease go

to http://w
w

w
.gw

innettcounty.com

A
d

van
ced

 V
otin

g In
form

ation
:

G
eorgia voters no longer need

 a
reason for voting prior to election
d

ay. A
ny registered

 voter w
ho is

eligible to vote m
ay cast a ballot

prior to election d
ay in one of the

follow
ing w

ays.

A
b

sen
tee b

allots: Voters w
ho w

ant
to vote early using a paper ballot
m

ay request an absentee ballot by
m

ail or fax.  M
arked

 ballots m
ust

be returned
 to the E

lections O
ffice

by m
ail or by the voter in person

in tim
e to be counted

 on E
lection

D
ay, D

ecem
ber 2nd

. A
ll votes w

ill
be tallied

 after the polls close at
7:00pm

.

E
arly votin

g in
 p

erson
 is available

the w
eek of N

ovem
ber 17 – 26, 2008

(closed on N
ovem

ber 27 and 28 for
T

hanksgiving), at the follow
ing

location:
G

w
in

n
ett C

ou
n

ty E
lection

s O
ffice

455 G
rayson H

ighw
ay, Suite 200

L
aw

renceville, G
A

 30045
H

ours: 9:00am
 to 4:30pm

A
b

solu
tely n

o typ
e of votin

g is
availab

le on
 th

e M
on

d
ay b

efore
E

lection
 D

ay on
 Tu

esd
ay.

S
atellite A

d
van

ced
 V

otin
g

location
s w

ill n
ot b

e op
en

 for th
e

ru
n

off election
.

Security Issues
for Avocet
by B

arry Sharp,
C

O
P

S/Security C
om

m
ittee

O
n M

onday, N
ovem

ber 10, there w
as

a robbery on N
atchez Trace C

ourt in
A

prem
ont Subd

ivision. T
he first

reports ind
icated

 that the husband
w

as injured
 and

 that the G
w

innett
Police took 25 m

inutes to respond
.

A
fter checking w

ith C
pl. W

ilkerson,
our Police L

iaison O
fficer for the

C
O

PS Program
, w

e learned
 that the

lad
y of the house arrived

 hom
e

around
 10:30 p.m

. and
 that an

unknow
n num

ber of suspects
grabbed

 her purse after she left her
car. T

hese suspects left on foot, and
no one w

as injured. It is believed that
the suspects m

ay have been hid
ing

in the bushes on the hom
eow

ner’s
property. T

he lad
y w

as not sure that
the suspects w

ere arm
ed

. A
 total of

four police cars respond
ed

, w
ith the

first arriving in 12 m
inutes. The police

w
ere not given a very good

d
escription and

 w
ere unable to find

the suspects. A
s is often the case, the

first reports of this crim
e w

ere
d

ifferent from
 w

hat actually
happened

.
T

he C
om

m
unity A

ffairs
Policem

an for this precinct is C
pl.

M
arches. H

e said
 that this crim

e is
another incident in an on-going series
of robberies. T

he victim
s in these

cases are prim
arily A

sian and
restaurant ow

ners. T
hey are being

targeted
 for these reasons.

H
istorically there are not m

any
incid

ents in our neighborhood
s. W

e
should

 be alert to suspicious
activities. W

e should
 contact the

police if w
e see suspicious people or

vehicles.
A

 few
 years ago, there w

as an
attem

pted robbery in A
vocet that w

as

very sim
ilar to this crim

e. Fortunately,
nothing w

as taken in that attem
pted

robbery.
Som

e good
 ad

vice for our
neighborhood

:
•

D
o not bring hom

e m
oney from

 a
business if possible.

•
Please be observant and

 call 911, if
som

eone is follow
ing you or

w
aiting near your house. W

ait for
the police to arrive before leaving
a vehicle.

•
Please ad

d
 tim

ers to outsid
e

lighting if you com
e hom

e
frequently after dark. Please prune
shrubs around

 your hom
e to

rem
ove hid

ing places.

C
pl. W

ilkerson has offered
 to m

eet
w

ith us to d
iscuss recent crim

inal
activity. H

e suspects that the people
breaking into area vehicles at night
m

ay live in apartm
ents near our

neighborhood
. C

pl. W
ilkerson has

requested
 a m

ore specialized
 patrol

for our com
m

unity, and he hopes that
the suspects w

ill be apprehend
ed

soon. Please park vehicles in locked
garages as m

uch as possible. If
vehicles m

ust be parked
 in the

drivew
ay or street, please rem

ove all
valuables. Please keep vehicles
locked

.
O

n N
ovem

ber 13, there w
as a

burglary in Spalding C
orners. A

vocet
faces the risk of burglaries as the
holid

ay season approaches. If you
have a burglar alarm

, please arm
 it

w
henever you leave. M

ake sure all
of your d

oors and
 w

ind
ow

s are
locked

 and
 outsid

e lights are on. Set
interior lights, televisions, and radios
on tim

ers to m
ake your house appear

occupied
 if you are traveling. H

ave
som

eone pick up your m
ail and

new
spapers.

O
n N

ovem
ber 20, a Peachtree

Station w
om

an believed that she w
as

stalked
 insid

e the Target w
here

Peachtree C
orners and

 Peachtree
Parkw

ay split. She had
 the assistant

m
anager w

alk her to her car. A
nother

w
om

en had a sim
ilar incident happen

to her there. T
he G

w
innett Police

have reported
 frequent robberies

occurring outsid
e the Publix and

Target at this location. A
 security

patrol is occasionally present in the
parking lot d

uring the evenings.
R

egardless of w
here you shop, please

be alert to your surroundings. Follow
the exam

ple of this w
om

an, if you
feel som

eone is stalking you.

Hail Dam
age

A
pparently, A

vocet experienced m
ore

roof d
am

age from
 the M

arch hail
storm

 than m
any of us realized

. It
w

ould
 be prud

ent, if you have not
yet had

 your roof checked
, to so.

Insurance w
ill pay to have your roof

replaced
 if you have d

am
age.

If you have had
 a roof

replacem
ent recently and had a good

experience w
ith your roofing

com
pany, please share this w

ith
others in our com

m
unity. You can

either post a recom
m

end
ation to the

forum
 or ad

d
 a recom

m
end

ation at
http://avocet-
hoa.org/resources/hom

e_services.htm
.

R
oof replacem

ent d
oes

require A
C

C
 approval. You can get

the A
C

C
 request form

 at http://avocet-
hoa.org/D

ocum
ents/A

C
C

%
20C

hange
%

20R
equest.pdf. Please includ

e a
description of the type of shingle you
w

ill be using as w
ell as the color. You

can includ
e either a brochure w

ith
this inform

ation or a link to a w
eb

site w
here the m

aterial can be view
ed.

T
he new

 “architectural” shingles are
perm

itted
.

A
s a rem

ind
er, only “For

Sale” signs are perm
itted

 in our
neighborhood

. If your contractor
w

ould like to advertise, the best place
to reach your neighbors is by posting
a recom

m
end

ation as d
escribed

above.
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